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Tuesday, July 2 at 11:30 a.m.  
Gary Historical will sponsor:  

Gary History Day at the Museum one block west of resort.    

BBQ’s, beverage and bars will be available.   

 
 

Arlo Levison will present an action packed  narration on the early history of  Gary at 

1:00 pm.  A dramatic skit of the controversial court house battle will also be pre-

sented.  Arlo will be accompanied by the Lonesome Rail band, playing blue grass mu-

sic.  This narration and skit will be educational and entertaining so bring the  

whole family. A free will offering will be taken for the presentation.   

 

BRING YOUR OWN CHAIR! 

3:00 pm Ice cream social.  
3:45 pm Question and Answer period. 

4:30 p.m. Old time Music by Howard and Sonja Hanson. 

Mule and horse drawn wagon rides to certain locations in the morning,  

afternoon and evening.  

 

 

Contact is Lynn or Jeanie Pederson 272-5253 or Roger Baer 605-220-1369 
  







911 St. Olaf Avenue North  

P.O. Box 148 

Canby, Minnesota 

507-223-5505 

www.jims-market.com 

YOU CAN COUNT ON US FOR 

  Quality   Service    Freshness 



This has been a labor of love by our 

great community and we will have 

this beautiful museum to remind us 

of what a community can do when 

it works together toward a goal. 

Thank you all for willingness to contribute to 

this worthwhile project! 



Saltee's store in Burr, MN        memoriesmemories  

  

     Hi! Well, I called my sister and she sent an email which I have copied/ 

     pasted below. We were known as the "Mathews twins" from Burr. 

     We must be twins because most everything she wrote was what I was going 

     to say as well. I will add in a my comments below but I think she covered it 

     pretty well. 

     Dawn 

 

 
 

From Deb: 

These are just a few random memories: 

  

1. Walking in, the first smell was the smell of stale old beer. Mrs Sal-

tee would always come out from the back part of the building where 

they lived and greet us with a friendly hello and smile. In earlier days 

both Mr and Mrs Saltee waited on customers but in later years as his 

health declined, just Mrs Saltee came out. They had a little male poo-

dle dog as well. She loved to visit and talk with the many who stopped 

in. 

2. On the north wall, seems like there were a couple booths or tables with MULTIPLE signs on the walls with 

wise sayings, like "People who live in glass houses should not throw stones." "Work fascinates me, I can sit 

and look at it for hours."  

3. On the east side of the store, a large heavy wood dark counter filled with all sorts of candy and novelties. I be-

lieve there was some type of a red metal grate on the front. Sacks of potatoes sat on the lower right corner. Be-

hind the counter was where Mr and Mrs Saltee would greet customers and had their cash register and paper work.  

4. The types of candy were probably what intrigued us as kids and what I can remember the most - Items from t 

         he 60s and 70s like Necco candy wafer rolls, Bazooka bubble gum, jawbreakers, 

         Red hots, Pixy Stix, Sweetarts, Chick-O-Sticks, wax bottles and wax lips (with 

         a  flavored liquid inside), Fizzie drink tablets, Zots, Pop Rocks, Clark candy  

         bars.  

         5. Behind the counter on the wall were more signs and thermometers and adver-

tisi         ing signs. 

         6. The ice cream cones they served were always a main attraction in the summer 

         - at a very reasonable price. The ice cream was kept in a freezer behind the  

         counter I believe. 

         7. On the South side of the store was a side room that held a small grocery store 

- just the main items a person might need driving through. There was older white refirgerator that kept milk and 

dairy items I believe. There were shelves of bread, canned food, basic items like toilet paper, camping food I be-

lieve.  

8. On the southwest side of the entry part of the store - there were more shelves with novelty items, more candy, 

things like flashlights, batteries, items someone may need in an emergency driving through. I'm sure there were 

shelves of beer and cigarettes but as a kid I don't remember much about that. 

9. Outside, were a couple gas pumps out front. I believe in the earlier days in the 60s, there was a dog that waited 

out front and was ready to shake its paw with anyone - I think it was some type of a collie but can't be sure. I be-

lieve there was an air hose available to air up tires. 

10. This is where the neighborhood children would congregate before school and catch the bus altogether, Nancy 

Leese, Alan and Mark Aberle, The Mathews, probably the Torstenson's after we were gone ? Often times kids 

would charge candy and novelty food items like cheese and crackers to take with them to school. (I often won-

dered if Mrs Saltee ever really knew just what was being charged before it went out the door). 

11. I also remember there was a yard to the south side of the store with flowers and a small garden.  

 - Deb Ludwick 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If you do print a story in the Gary Interstate, would you please send us a copy? 

Dawn Burkett 

  



Memories from Dawn (Note:--I typed this once and then thought I sent it, but can't find it. So I may have LOST 

it. :-( if you get this twice, you might get two different versions... I am retyping it a second time. I may not re-

member everything that I said the first time but I think I'll remember most of it. :-( Computers can be such a pain 

sometimes.  

 

1. The store was a good meeting place for the neighborhood children to get on the bus. It worked out well be-

cause the bus only had to stop once that way and we had a warm place to stay on cold winter days. The Saltees 

had a daughter, Mavis Leese. She and her husband, Wesley, and her family lived in a home behind the store 

(where the Torstenson family now lives). They had 3 children but Nancy was the youngest and closest to our age. 

I believe she invited us to wait at the store and that's how it started. In the late 60's we had a lot of big snowstorms 

and we often had to wait a long time for the bus.  

Mrs. Saltee was very good to let us stay. She was always very kind to us. She never complained. She often sat 

and visited with us. She sat in a bar stool with a back on it. It was situated at the right end of the bar in front of 

the doorway that led to their living quarters. We would walk around and read all of the signs and look at all the 

candy and then all of the other items for sale in the store. It was amazing how many things they fit into the store! 

It helped pass the time, while we waited for the bus to come. We were one of the last stops before Canby. The 

bus sometimes would get stuck on the gravel roads up near Gary and we'd have to wait quite awhile sometimes. 

2. On Saturdays, my sister and I would often be in the "baking" mood and we lived 6 miles from town. Often we 

were missing 1 or 2 ingredient for the cookies or bars we wanted to bake. So, we'd call Mrs. Saltee to see if she 

had the item we needed. We were on a "party" line so we had a special four digit number to dial. She'd answer 

and then set down the phone to go check to see if she had the item we needed. She usually did. Then we'd ride 

our bikes over to get it.  

3. When you walked into the store, straight ahead was the long tall bar. On the left were 2 booths, and maybe a 

wooden chair. The bar was a dark brown wood. When we first moved to Burr, we were only 4-5 years old. The 

bar seemed SO TALL. I wanted to see what it looked like. So, I'd try to stand tippy toe on the thin red metal 

grates in front of the bar. I think these were like ventilation for the coolers which were behind the bar. Later, as 

we grew taller, we could see each item well. On the left end of the bar were all kinds of candies and slim jims, 

other trinkets etc. My sister did a good job remembering the candy better than I can. However, I do remember a 

lot of the candies were only a penny or a nickel at most. Then behind the bar was a long counter. On the wall, I 

think there was a big long mirror. There were beer signs and other advertisements as well. On the back counter, 

left side, were many kinds of candy bars. She allowed us to go back there and look at it. In the middle of the back 

counter was a big cash register. Beside the register was a pad of paper that she'd write transactions down on with 

a pen. Behind the bar were coolers for ice cream etc.  I do remember the ice cream cones. They were only about 5

-10 cents. Later she charged 25 cents. Families would often stop by for an inexpensive treat in the summer. She 

was very generous with the ice cream. My favorite was cherry nut. The Burr elevator guys would often stop by 

after work for a beer or pop. It was good place for people to chat and visit. They sold a big variety of items--work 

gloves, flash lights, batteries, oil, basic toiletries, probably cleaning products. And in the room to the south, there 

lots of grocery items and a freezer. A small refrigerator was right behind Mrs. Saltee's bar stool. It was a small 

older refrigerator filled with dairy items that needed to be kept cold. You would just help yourself to what you 

needed. There were no carts or baskets. You just carried what you wanted to buy in your arms and placed it on 

the bar to purchase. She'd write down your total with pen and paper and tell you how much you owed.  

4. I do vaguely remember that the Burr store was robbed in the late 60's or early 70's. I recall that there was an 

article about it in the Canby News. You might be able to find more information there. They knocked Lars down 

and stole money from the cash register. I remember feeling so sad that someone would do that our these kind peo-

ple in our small village of Burr. 5. The gas pumps out front only went to 99 cents. So there was hand written sign 

that said to pay 2 x the amount shown. :-) 

6. The Saltees lived behind the store. There was a doorway near and behind right end of the bar. The door was 

almost always open so you could look right into their living quarters. Immediately after the doorway, to the left, 

was a steep stairway that led upstairs. I only went up there once to get a board game with Nancy. It was more like 

a stairway leading to a loft. Very small and steep. I think there were two small bedrooms up there. It was perfect 

for kids but I doubt they used it very much in their older years except for storage. As you looked into the living 

quarters, I think there was a long counter with a sink and small stove. It was very simple and basic. There was a 

kitchen table and chairs. To the left, there was a small sitting room with a piano. I recall sitting there once or  



This is a picture of Tiger Night in 1948 at the Gary School. Picture is submitted by Mavis Johnson. She writes: 

This shows it being in the Tigers Den which was in the basement of the Gary School., Several other small 

towns had them and opposing teams hated to play basketball in them because of running into the cement walls or 

even pipes sticking out of the walls. Yup, that would get your attention in a hurry! Do you know any of the 

individuals in the picture? 

twice when the bus was really late. There was a window which faced north and we could watch for the bus more 

comfortably. Behind the kitchen table and chairs was a door that led to their bedroom. At the back of the store 

were a few steps going down to a door that led outside. My brother said he remembered there was an out house in 

back of the store. I think they had indoor plumbing though. There may have been a basement under the store but I 

can't recall ever seeing it. Out in front of the store, to the right (south) I think there was a cellar area. In front of 

the store, they would have burlap sacks of potatoes for sale. There was a collie dog that would shake hands in 

early years. Later, they had a small poodle type dog. (as Deb 

said).  

Mrs.Saltee belonged to a group of women known as the Burr 

Ladies' Aide. I found a booklet at the Canby Depot--a cook-

book put together by this group of ladies (this past weekend 

while visiting Canby). There are a few grainy pictures in it and 

a few memories. I can remember a lot of these ladies. My 

grandma was friends with several of them but she did not be-

long to this particular ladies aide group. Apparently, they met 

at the Saltee store so Mrs. Saltee could wait on customers and 

also have their meetings without closing the store. I don't 

know how she had room for everyone, but she did. 

I am thankful to have grown up there. Wonderful memories. 



This is your last chance to buy raffle tickets on the above quilt valued at $700; the pair of hand carved walnut 

wood buffalo and bird carved out of cherry wood valued at $150; and the Singer 160th anniversary Limited 

Edition sewing machine with attachments. 

  

Tickets are 1 for $5.00 or 3 for $10.00. Please send your checks to the Gary 

Historical Assoc, P.O. Box 83, Gary, SD 57237 

  

Gary Historical Raffle 

 

Pictured at DNB National Bank in Gary 

Hand Embroidered and Quilted, queen "State Flowers" Quilt 

Quilt made by Ardis Pederson White and flower squares embroidered by Helen Kenyon 

 

New 160th Anniversary Limited Edition Model 160 Singer Sewing Machine 

  

Two Hand Carved Black Walnut Bison with Cherry Cowbirds by Dale Bandel. 

  

Also several other new donated items 

 

1 ticket $5.00 or 3 tickets $10.00 

The drawing will be held at the Buffalo Ridge Courtyard during the talent contest – July 3, 2012 

5:00p.m.  Need not be present to win. 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------- 

Raffle - Fundraiser   Gary Historical Society Raffle 

 

Gary Historical Society  Queen size hand embroidered quilt 

P.O. Box 83, Gary, SD 57237 Pair of black walnut hand carved bison 

Ltd edition mod. 160 singer sewing machine 

__________________________   

Name     Tickets 1 for $5.00 or 3 for $10.00 

__________________________   Need not be present to win! 
   

Phone     Please clip this ticket, send to above address with your check.  



CANTON   A branch of the Odd Fellows 

Lodge   

 The Canton, also known as the Patriarch 

Militants, is the highest branch in the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows. Membership 

is open to an Encampment member who has 

attained the Royal Purple Degree. The name 

Patriarchs Mili¬tant² conveys the two-fold 

idea of peace and soldierly valor. This 

branch is semi-military in character and 

formed solely for the purposes of chivalric 

display. Members are admirably fulfilling its 

mission through the Tomb of the Unknown 

Soldier dedication ceremonies held in Wash-

ington DC, Canada and other military dedication ceremonies conducted by Odd Fellows in various countries 

worldwide.  

There is one degree: 
     * Chevalier or Lady  this degree is based upon the principle of universal justice and the doctrine of rights, ad-

vocated by peaceful methods, but if necessary, defends with exercise of force. 

      I, Joyce Keimig, went to the Lodge Hall and found the charter for both the Canton and LAPM. The Canton 

Charter is dated 6/11/1902 with the following as charter members. 

      W.F. Gordon, Jidizzs Palznner, W.S. Bently, S.J. Forbes, A.M. Wintwort, M.A. Kenyon, A.W. Kenyon, A.F. 

Yonngs, G.C. Robinnson, F.E. HarKins, W.I. Noble, A. Vandawacka, C. Bradley, Elmer Robinson  and John W. 

Collin 

     The Cantons are still active and Bruce Kenyon (of Redmond, WA) and his son Mark Kenyon are both mem-

bers. Bruce would be the Great Grandson of A W Kenyon Grandson of Earl Kenyon and son of Harold, so there 

has been at least 5 generations that have belonged. But due to the small membership Gary. Canton #1 joined with 

Watertown # 24 I am sure there were a lot of other members too. I think Perry Heaton Sr., Frank Kelsey. possibly 

Jud Kenyon but I can't seem to locate any history.  

The above information contributed by Joyce Kenyon Keimig of Gary, SD 

Julius Paimer, Wilf. F. Gordon, Albert W. Kenyon, Lester Thomas, Andrew 

Vander Walker, Warren M. Kelsey, Chancey Deutcher, Bert Fales, Judson R. Ken-

yon,, Frank E. Kelsey, John W. Collins, William Noble—Renvillo, SD.  

Taken at Brookings, SD       Sign says Canton Gary NO 1 



Gary Historical Association 

Museum Building 
Update 
 

 The slab has been poured, the walls are framed and the roof is 

being attached.  As you can see, the building of the museum is well 

underway and the goal is to have a building erected by the 4th of 

July celebration.  Completing the interior and moving into it may 

not be accomplished by then, but who knows.  Great things happen 

when Gary gets involved in a project. 

 The building fund drive is over 85% of it's goal.  The residents 

of the Gary vicinity, the City of Gary, businesses, school graduates 

and former inhabitants of the area have been generous in their dona-

tions.  If you haven't sent your contribution yet, please get it in the mail ASAP.  All donations are appreciated 

and will be put to good use in building a museum that will make all of us proud. 

 Dale Bandel, local artist, has been commissioned to carve the Donor Board.  The board, in the shape of a 

tree, will support the names of the donors and be mounted on an inside wall.  The plans are to have it ready for 

viewing at the 4th of July celebration.  The donor names are being added, but there is still time to include your fam-

ily name or business on this historical Donors Board. Donations of any amount are welcome. 

 

How to Donate 

     We invite you and your family to donate to our museum building fund.  We are a 509(a)(1)  public charity 

organization, so all donations are deductible under section 170 of the IRS code.  Individuals, families, organiza-

tions and businesses who donate amounts that meet the following guidelines will be recognized on a Donor 

Board of the new museum. 

 

The categories are: 

 Bronze $500+ Silver $1000+  Gold $3000+  Platinum $5000+ 

 

 We can use your donation of any amount.  Please use the contribution form shown below.  Encourage your 

family members, Gary Public School classmates and friends to help the Gary Historical Association complete 

the new Historical Museum in Gary. 

 

 

Mail to: Gary Historical Association, PO Box 83, Gary SD 57237 

Museum Donation $____________  

Name_______________________________________ Tel #_(            )                -______________                            

Address_____________________________________ Email Address_______________________  

City, State, Zip_______________________________ ___________________________________ 

Name for Donor Board (if qualified)_____________________________________________________ 

Roof Being Attached 



$500+ Donors: 
Families 

George Lage 

James “Jyp” 

Cole  

Koerlin  

Arthur Benner 

Cochrane 

C. F. Wiese 

Neil & Marlene 

Schumacher 

Perry & Joan 

Heaton 

Anonymous 

Mike & Mary 

Nosbush 

Jeff & Nikki 

Nothem 

Individuals 

David Hughes 

Charles E. 

Buzick  

Joe & Dorothy 

Tschacher 

Cletus & Sharon 

Kruse 

James R. Miller 

Mildred A 

Reinhardt  

In Mem. of Pete 

Hults 

Earl Lorenzen, 

MD 

In Mem.  

Ray & Marie Wiese 

Gordon Heaton 

Margurette Jo-

hanns 

Alvin Colins 

 

 

 

$1000+  
Donors: 
Families 

Eng  

Peden  

Brevik  

Van Steen-

berg 

Harold 

Kenyon 

Lynn & 

Jeanie Pe-

derson 

Individuals 

Lyndon & 

Kathy  

Limberg 

Roger & 

Shar Baer 

In Mem. 

Of Earl & 

Gladys 

Lohr 

Aldon & 

Elaine Al-

mos 

Harvey –

Mary Ann 

Nelson 

Ron & Barb 

Stangeland 

Authur 

Eikamp 

Erich & Ce-

lina Fokken 

 

 

 

 

Gary Historical Building Fund  

Donor Wall 

 

Gary All School Reunion will be 

Sunday, July 1, 2012 at the Prairie 

View Golf Club which is located at 

the NW corner of Lake Cochrane.  

RSVP if you are planning to at-

tend so we can plan the food. 
The $15 per person brunch will be 

from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm with the 

meeting at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Inside Displays   

   

 

Landscape 
 

Electric and Labor 
         Some will be volunteer 

 

Labor for Building 
         Some will be volunteer  

 

Building 
 

 

Concrete and Labor 

Have you been to our web site?  
www.experiencegarysd.com   

It is loaded with interesting information, includ-
ing, Bill Stone’s book at: 

http://experiencegarysd.com/billstonebook.cfm  

 and the Gary High School Orange Book at http://
experiencegarysd.comgaryschoolorangebook.cfm 

Gary Historical Ass’n is on FaceBook 

Please LIKE us there 

Corp. Donors: 

 
City of Gary 

I. T. C. 

Otter Tail 

Midwest 

Perfr. Con-

verter 

Kallhoff Con-

struction/K&K 

Art & Design 

EMPI 

Viessman 

Deuel Co. Li-

ons 

Deuel  

Enterprises 

DNB Nat’l 

Bank 

Martin Ole-

son, D.D.S. 

Prairie View 

Golf Club 

Buffalo Ridge 

 $3000+  
Donors: 
Families 
Gilbertson 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

May we have a little time to visit 
with you about a donation to  

the Gary Historical  
Building Fund? 

http://www.experiencegarysd.com/
http://experiencegarysd.com/billstonebook.cfm
http://experiencegarysd.com/garyschoolorangebook.cfm
http://experiencegarysd.com/garyschoolorangebook.cfm

